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· Halloween, referred to as All Hallows Eve, was originally a Celtic holiday during which the dead were honored. It was celebrated on October 31 since this was the last day of the Celtic calendar. The celebration dates back some 2,000 years. 

· The first citywide Halloween celebration in America took place in Anoka, Minnesota in 1921. 

· About 99% of pumpkins that are marketed domestically are turned into Jack-O-Lanterns. 

· The largest pumpkin in the world weighed 1,446 pounds. This gigantic gourd was weighed on October 2, 2004 at a pumpkin festival in Port Elgin, Ontario. 

· Tootsie Rolls were the first wrapped penny candy in America. 

· The number one candy of choice for Halloween is Snickers. 

· Pumpkins are classified as a fruit, and originated in Central America. 

· The carving of Jack-O-Lanterns originated from the tradition of carving the faces of lost souls into hollowed-out pumpkins and turnips. A candle was placed inside the carvings making the faces glow. These Halloween lanterns were placed on doorsteps to ward off evil spirits. 

· The Irish originally used turnips as their "Jack's lanterns." But, when the immigrants came to America, they found that pumpkins were far more plentiful. 

· Orange and black became Halloween colors because orange is associated with the fall harvest, and black is associated with death. 

· In the movie Halloween, the mask worn by Michael Meyers is actually a mask of William Shatner painted white.

Insurance Company News
Effective 12/1/08 any CBIC contractor who has more than 30% residential work will receive a 50% rate increase.  Their rational for this is that the Nevada “Right to Repair” statute is causing adverse loss experience. Instead of exiting the contracting business, they are taking a rate increase instead. 
Progressive takes net realized pretax losses in their investment portfolio totaling $1.36 billion. Standard and Poor's also affirmed their IFS rating at AA+ although they did lower the outlook to negative. 

SAFETY INVESTIGATION
As we continue to ride this economic slow down and look for ways to save & cut overhead, its imperative not to cut corners when comes to safety in the work place. There are many ways to train employees about the importance of safety such as formal classroom, inspections and tailgate meetings. Equally important is what is done after an incident or accidents occurs. The initial investigation should start immediately after making sure that injured employees receive proper medical attention. The following steps must take place: 

1- The investigation should be done by a supervisor at the location where the accident occurred.

2-  Implement temporary control measures to prevent any further injuries to other employees

3- Review the equipment, operations and processes to gain an understanding of the accident’s situation and identify the cause of injury

4- Indentify and interview each witness, if any

5- Investigate casual conditions and unsafe acts; make conclusions based on existing facts

6- Complete an accident investigation report

7- Provide recommendations for corrective actions

8- Indicate the need for additional or remedial safety training

Accident investigation reports are not designed to find fault or place blame but is an analysis of the accident to determine causes that can be controlled or eliminated. Once the is investigation is completed the Safety Manager should receive a copy of the report to review and ensure that corrective actions are approved and taken. The Safety Manager also needs to make sure the employer understands the need for any additional controls that need to be implemented.

Liability Policy Form Changes:
ISO has just introduced the new 2007 edition of the Commercial General Liability Form. One significant change is “costs taxed against the insured in a suit”. The new form makes it clear that the costs taxed against the insured must be costs imposed by the courts, and that the supplementary payments section does not pay the plaintiff’s attorney fees and costs. Such costs (IF they are awarded separately) would be paid in the form of damages to the successful plaintiff within the policy limits. 

Also now built into the form is the Violation of Communication Laws which was previously a mandatory endorsement. This eliminates claims for violation of “do not call” and similar laws such as the CAN-SPAM act that prohibit sending, transmitting, communicating or distributing material or information. 

One enhancement that has been added is that if a lawn service company is required to obtain a permit or license to apply pesticides or herbicides to a lawn under their regular care, the new form broadens coverage and now affords coverage under the policy should liability arise out of the application of pesticides or herbicides applied according to the license or permit. 

GUIDE TO BEST’S FINANCIAL RATINGS:

A++, A+
Superior

A, A-

Excellent

B++, B+
Very Good

These 3 are considered Secure companies.

B, B- 

Fair

C++, C+
Marginal

C, C-

Weak

D

Poor

E

Under Supervision

F

In Liquidation

S

Suspended

Anything under a B+ is considered a vulnerable position. 

Not rated categories are as follows:

NR-1
Insufficient Data

NR-2
Insufficient Size &/or Operating Experience

NR-3
Rating Procedure Inapplicable

NR-4
Per the Company’s Request

NR-5
Not Formally Followed

THANK YOU!!

Because we can’t say it enough, thank you to all our clients. We appreciate your business and your referrals!
Recent Spate of Catastrophes Just One Aspect Hitting P/C Insurance Market
An increase in insured losses from a larger number of catastrophes 
in 2008 is just one factor of several that could be "squeezing the industry at once" to result in higher premiums. Along with $11.5 billion in insured losses due to 11 events declared catastrophes by ISO's Property Claims Services Unit during the third quarter, the industry also felt the sting of financial market turmoil. In addition, reinsurance demands are predicted to increase, resulting in higher costs. PCS has declared that 36 catastrophes, as of Sept. 30, have caused $22.1 billion in insured loss and 3.7 million claims. Catastrophes during the first half of 2008 caused almost three times 
as many insured losses to property than during the same time in 
2007. As insurers may have to take chunks from surplus, coupled 
with investment losses, higher reinsurance and continued trends in rising loss costs, consumers could see some turn in what has been a soft market
Just For Fun:
Lying on his deathbed, the rich, miserly old man calls to his long-suffering wife. “I want to take all my money with me,” 
he tells her. “So promise me you’ll put it in the casket.”
After the man dies, his widow attends the memorial service 
with her best friend. Just before the undertaker closes the 
Coffin, she places a small metal box inside. 

Her friend looks at her in horror. “Surely,” she says, “You 
didn’t put the money in there.”

“I did promise him I would,” the widow answers. “So I got 
it all together, deposited every penny in my account, and 
wrote him a check. If he can cash it, he can spend it.”

Good Quote:

Nobody can make you feel inferior without your permission. 


Eleanor Roosevelt
UPCOMING HOLIDAYS [image: image2.jpg]



We will be closed on: 

Thursday & Friday November 27 & 28 for Thanksgiving. 
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